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Lab 05: Examining Your Beliefs 


To assess your developing beliefs about education, respond to the following statements, 
and then answer the questions that follow. Use this scale in making your responses: 

5 = strongly agree 

4 = agree 

3 = neither agree nor disagree 

2 = disagree 

1 = strongly disagree 


1. Schools should emphasize important TARS ®© 5 
knowledge more than students’personal | 
interests. 

2. Teachers should emphasize interdisciplinary lieve © 4 5 


subject matter that encourages project-oriented, 
democratic classrooms. 


3. Schools should emphasize each student's 243 G) 5 
responsibility in making the world a better place. 
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4. The primary aim of education is to develop a 
person's intellectual capacity. 


5. Schools should emphasize basic skills more 122 (3) 4 5 

than humanistic ideals. | 
| 6. Teachers should guide student's investigations 4.920% 3) 4 5 

about the physical and social world around them. 

7. The best teachers lead students in discussions arenes A 5 

about important social issues. 

8. The goals of education should be the same 1 2 3" 4'\6 


for everyone: All students should understand 
the important literature, mathematics, and 
science of Western civilization. 


9. The purpose of schools is to ensure practical ° i 1 
preparation for life and work more than 


personal development. 
| - 


10. Curriculum should emerge from students’ needs Ai 
and interests; it should not be prescribed in advance. 


11. The best education emphasizes the great 1 
works in the arts and humanities. 


12. It is more important for teachers to involve 1 
students in activities that analyze and criticize 

society than to have them accumulate a lot 

of information. 


13. Education should enhance personal growth 1 
through problem solving in the present rather 


than emphasizing preparation for a distant future. 


| 14. Human nature's most distinctive quality is 1 


the ability to reason; therefore, the intellect 
should be the focus of education, 


| 15. Schools should take the lead in combating 1 


| racism and sexism camouflaged as traditional values, 


16. Teachers should help students learn a 
common core of useful knowledge, not 
experiment with their own views about curricula. 


Now add up your responses using the following scale: 
Strongly Disagree =1; Disagree = 


2; Agree/Disagree = 3; 
Agree = 4; Strongly Agree = 5. 


Perennialism: 7 ) 
temi 3 +48. +m A +44 3 2 15 
| Essentialism call " 
j Mom #1 4 +455 +40 4 +g 3 =, 
Progressivism: s 
Item #2 3 +#6 +H Ha “Ki 
Social Reconstructionism 
Item#3_ +#7_3 +4 Ar a +8 = 
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Which educational philosophy was mos: 
education? Least? Sce 
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ruent with your current beliefs about 


